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With increasing attention paid to interpersonal dimension of academic discourse, 
more and more scholars realize that academic writing is not merely the impersonal 
representation of external reality, but an interactive and persuasive endeavor involving 
interaction between the writer and the reader. Stance, an essential concept in this 
respect, has been widely studied. Most prior research approached stance from the 
individual addressor’s perspective, defining it as lexical or grammatical devices by 
which writers express their attitudes, feelings, or judgments of the propositional 
content of a message. This perspective, however, informs us little of the 
intersubjective nature of stance-taking and how academic writers engage with readers 
when projecting stance. Besides, previous studies seldom interpreted stance-taking in 
relation to generic structure of academic discourse and targeted at Chinese EFL 
learners at the postgraduate level. 
By integrating Du Bois’ stance triangle theory, Martin and White’s engagement 
system and Swales’ move model, the current paper attempts to propose a new 
theoretical framework for the study of authorial stance-taking in academic texts by 
Chinese EFL learners and English expert writers. Inspired by Bahktin’s dialogue 
theory, Du Bois (2007) establishes his stance theory that reveals the intersubjectivity 
of stance-taking. Drawing on both Halliday and Bahktin, Martin and White (2005) 
refine the engagement system of their appraisal theory. The current research proceeds 
from Du Bois’ stance theory and examines how academic writers position themselves 
in relation to other opinions and align with other subjects with Martin and White’s 
engagement framework. Considering introductory sections of academic discourse 
involve more complex rhetorical maneuverings and are difficult to write, the paper 
focuses on this part and applies Swales’ (1990) CARS model to explore cross-move 
variation of authorial stance-taking. 















researcher finds that stance-taking by Chinese EFL learners displays both similarity 
and difference as compared with that by native expert writers. The resemblance may 
be attributed to similar generic structures of MA theses and research articles. On the 
whole, engagement resources are less adequately and less appropriately deployed by 
EFL learners to project an effective stance, especially in the first two moves of 
introductions. In Move 1, EFL writers use less acknowledge and endorse, but more 
monogloss and pronounce, which undermines the authority and credibility of authorial 
stance. In Move 2, their authoritative stance is weakened as resources of counter, deny 
and pronounce are inadequately utilized to indicate gaps or problems of prior 
researches. As the rhetorical purpose of the third move is relatively simple, EFL 
writers confront no difficulty in taking an effective stance in this move. Moreover, 
though the general distribution of engagement resources is similar in the two types of 
texts, stances taken by English expert writers are more effective with respect to 
realizing rhetorical purposes of academic texts. Improper or inaccurate instances of 
stance-taking are evident in EFL texts. 
With the newly constructed three-component theoretical framework, the present 
research reveals the intersubjective nature of stance-taking and the importance of 
projecting an effective stance in academic writing. It will not only promote stance 
research, but also provide guidance for the writing and teaching of academic 
discourse.  
 

























鉴于此，本文试图整合 Du Bois“立场三角”理论、Martin 和 White“介入”
系统以及 Swales“引言语类结构”模型，构建一个新的理论框架来分析中国英语
学习者及英语专家作者在学术语篇中的立场选择。Du Bois (2007) 受 Bahktin 对
话理论启发，通过分析口语语篇，提出了揭示立场主体间性的立场三角理论。




























































Table of Contents 
Abstract (English) ..................................................................................... I 
Abstract (Chinese) ................................................................................. III 
List of abbreviations .............................................................................. XI 
List of figures ......................................................................................... XII 
List of tables ......................................................................................... XIII 
Chapter One Introduction ....................................................................... 1 
1.1 Research background ......................................................................................... 1 
1.2 Objectives and significances of the study ........................................................ 4 
1.3 Research design .................................................................................................. 5 
1.4 Thesis layout ....................................................................................................... 7 
Chapter Two Literature Review .............................................................. 9 
2.1 Review of research on academic discourse ...................................................... 9 
2.1.1 Key concepts .................................................................................................. 9 
2.1.2 Social construction approach to academic discourse ................................... 12 
2.1.3 Generic approach to academic discourse: ESP perspective ......................... 13 
2.2 Review of theoretical constructs on stance .................................................... 20 
2.2.1 Linguistic approaches to stance ................................................................... 20 
2.2.2 Comments on previous studies .................................................................... 22 
2.3 Empirical studies on stance-taking in academic discourse .......................... 24 
Chapter Three Theoretical Framework ............................................... 27 
3.1 Bakhtin’s translinguistics ................................................................................ 27 
3.1.1 Utterance ...................................................................................................... 28 















3.1.3 Intersubjectiivty ........................................................................................... 29 
3.2 Du Bois’ (2007) stance triangle ....................................................................... 30 
3.3 Martin & White’s (2005) engagement system ............................................... 32 
3.2.1 Monogloss vs. heterogloss ........................................................................... 34 
3.2.2 Dialogic expansion resources ...................................................................... 34 
3.2.3 Dialogic contraction resources ..................................................................... 35 
3.4 Theoretical framework for the present study ................................................ 37 
Chapter Four Research Methodology ................................................... 39 
4.1 Research questions ........................................................................................... 39 
4.2 Research data ................................................................................................... 40 
4.2.1 Sources of data ............................................................................................. 41 
4.2.2 Criteria for data selection ............................................................................. 41 
4.3 Research methods ............................................................................................ 42 
4.4 Analytical procedures ...................................................................................... 43 
Chapter Five Distribution of Authorial Stance Markers in Academic 
Discourse .................................................................................................. 45 
5.1 Overall distribution of authorial stance markers ......................................... 45 
5.1.1 Monogloss vs. Heterogloss .......................................................................... 45 
5.1.2 Engagement resources ................................................................................. 46 
5.1.3 Contracting resources vs. expanding resources ........................................... 48 
5.2 Distribution of authorial stance markers across moves ............................... 49 
5.2.1 Cross-move variation of authorial stance markers ....................................... 49 
5.2.2 Authorial stance markers in Move 1 ............................................................ 50 
5.2.3 Authorial stance markers in Move 2 ............................................................ 51 
5.2.4 Authorial stance markers in Move 3 ............................................................ 52 
Chapter Six Interpretation of Authorial Stance-taking in Academic 
Discourse .................................................................................................. 55 
6.1 Monogloss .......................................................................................................... 55 















6.2.1 Disclaim ....................................................................................................... 58 
6.2.2 Proclaim ....................................................................................................... 63 
6.3 Dialogic expansion resources ........................................................................... 71 
6.3.1 Entertain ....................................................................................................... 71 
6.3.2 Attribute ....................................................................................................... 74 
6.4 Summary ........................................................................................................... 79 
Chapter Seven Conclusion ..................................................................... 81 
7.1 Major findings .................................................................................................. 81 
7.2 Implications of the study ................................................................................. 85 
7.3 Limitations and suggestions for future study ................................................ 86 
Appendix 1 Data Sources ....................................................................... 87 
References ................................................................................................ 91 

























摘要（英文） ............................................................................................ I 
摘要（中文） ......................................................................................... III 
缩写说明 ................................................................................................. XI 
图表 ......................................................................................................... XII 
表格 ....................................................................................................... XIII 
第一章 引言 .............................................................................................. 1 
1.1 研究背景 ............................................................................................................. 1 
1.2 研究目的与意义 ................................................................................................. 4 
1.3 研究设计 ............................................................................................................. 5 
1.4 论文结构 ............................................................................................................. 7 
第二章 文献综述 ...................................................................................... 9 
2.1 学术语篇研究回溯 ............................................................................................. 9 
2.1.1 核心概念....................................................................................................... 9 
2.1.2 学术语篇研究的社会建构方法................................................................. 12 
2.1.3 学术语篇研究的语类方法：ESP 视角 ..................................................... 13 
2.2 立场理论研究综述 ........................................................................................... 20 
2.2.1 立场研究的语言学方法............................................................................. 20 
2.2.2 对前人研究的评估..................................................................................... 22 
2.3 学术语篇中立场选择的实证研究 ................................................................... 24 
第三章 理论框架 .................................................................................... 27 
3.1 Bakhtin 的超语言学理论 ................................................................................. 27 
3.1.1 话语............................................................................................................. 28 















3.1.3 主体间性..................................................................................................... 29 
3.2 Du Bois (2007) 立场三角 ................................................................................ 30 
3.3 Martin 和 White (2005) 介入系统 ................................................................. 32 
3.2.1 单声与多声................................................................................................. 34 
3.2.2 对话扩展资源............................................................................................. 34 
3.2.3 对话收缩资源............................................................................................. 35 
3.4 本研究的理论框架 ........................................................................................... 37 
第四章 研究方法 .................................................................................... 39 
4.1 研究问题 ........................................................................................................... 39 
4.2 研究数据 ........................................................................................................... 40 
4.2.1 数据来源..................................................................................................... 41 
4.2.2 数据选取标准............................................................................................. 41 
4.3 研究方法 ........................................................................................................... 42 
4.4 分析步骤 ........................................................................................................... 43 
第五章 学术语篇中作者立场标记语的分布特征 ................................ 45 
5.1 作者立场标记语的总体分布 ........................................................................... 45 
5.1.1 单声与多声................................................................................................. 45 
5.1.2 介入资源..................................................................................................... 46 
5.1.3 对话收缩资源与对话扩展资源................................................................. 48 
5.2 作者立场标记语的跨语步分布 ....................................................................... 49 
5.2.1 作者立场标记语的语步间差异................................................................. 49 
5.2.2 第一语步中作者立场标记语..................................................................... 50 
5.2.3 第二语步中作者立场标记语..................................................................... 51 
5.2.4 第三语步中作者立场标记语..................................................................... 52 
第六章 学术语篇中作者立场标记语的解读 ........................................ 55 
6.1 单声 ................................................................................................................... 55 
6.2 对话收缩资源 ................................................................................................... 58 
6.2.1 否认............................................................................................................. 58 
6.2.2 公告............................................................................................................. 63 















6.3.1 接纳............................................................................................................. 71 
6.3.2 归属............................................................................................................. 74 
6.4 小结 ................................................................................................................... 79 
第七章 结论 ............................................................................................ 81 
7.1 主要发现 ........................................................................................................... 85 
7.2 本研究启示 ....................................................................................................... 86 
7.3 本研究局限性及建议 ....................................................................................... 87 
附录 1 数据来源 ..................................................................................... 89 
参考文献 .................................................................................................. 91 























Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
